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to  drop out and join the Confederacy, even  if the northern part of the State should stay in the Union.
And here it was that Captain Hancock was stationed, entrusted with a vast amount of government stores and material, in his capacity of District Quartermaster, in the midst of disunion purposes.    There was nothing1 covert about the expressions  of  sympathy with the South and hostility toward the North with which he was surrounded.     Much of the population  of  California came from the South, and its ideas were largely Southern.    These ideas were proclaimed without restraint and without fear.    Popular outbreaks were serioiisly threatened against the authorities which retained their allegiance to the Union.    The situation in California was, indeed, even more critical than in many of the border States whose loyalty was  most questionable. The danger was, that all that immense country, whose richness was just developing, would be carried away as one of the brightest trophies of the Confederacy.
The position which Captain Hancock occupied at this moment was a most trying one. In case of an outbreak, or the success of the secession movement in California, his department would be the first to suffer, as the supplies under his control offered a tempting prize. On the other hand, should he weaken in his loyalty to the Union, and give even tacit encouragement to the rebellious spirit about him, he would find himself on the top wave of popularity, and at once a hero of the people.
In this crisis the intrinsic character of the man displayed itself.   He declared himself without hesitation.ess.
